tribution... to the empower-
ment of underprivileged chil-
dren was immeasurable. My
sincere condolences to Sister
Sabrina and the Loreto sisters
across the country.”

As Sister Cyril’s mortal re-
mains were being taken out of
the church, many wept.

vacation abroad.

She died after a Mercedes-
Benz hit their stationary car
from behind at a traffic signal
on EM Bypass early on June 16
last year.

Minu is survived by her
husband Devkishan Dhand-

MOVE TO CHECK DROPOUT RATE
Smart classrooms for

were returning home from a’

ing this in my close circle, too
— that we need to follow traffic
rules and that under no condi-
tion should we drink and drive.”

“I have been trying to
spread this message in my
small group because I do not
want anyone to face what we
have faced,” he said.

ools

22 primary sch

CHOWDHURY . el
i i
Calcutta: A section of gov- q : %‘.&
ernment-aided primary -
schools that are losing out
on students allegedly owing
to poor infrastructure has
been equipped with smart
desks, projector-based class- .
rooms and laptops to check
the number of dropouts each - : ' :
year: : . Students in a smart classroom at Bholanath Halder
According to an official Smriti GSFP School in Behala
of the Calcutta district
primary school council, 22 been struggling with the «But while we bring back
primary schools have been problem of children drop- the dropped out students
provided digital assetssuch | pingout owingto the ab- to the schools, it is as much
as laptops, desktops, projec- | sence of basic infrastructure important we succeed in
tors, whiteboards and other | thatcanensure joyful learn- retaining the students we
equipment to transform ing. The Samagra Shiksha have. To ensure that, we
them into smart schools. Mission, Kolkata, partnered | haveto improve the infra-
The council joined hands with The We Foundation, an structure in schools to bring
with an NGO for the project. NGO, and an information - about a change in the way
The use of audio-visual technology services compa- the lessons are imparted,”
tools in classrooms makes ny to provide the support,” said Kartlk Manna.
learning joyful and helps Manna told Metro. ) Barpah Sengupta, the
retain and attract pupils, An official of the council headmistress of Bholanath
said the head of a primary said school dropouts are a Halder Smriti GSFP School
school. problem across the stateand | in Behalasaid the use of
“The lack of infrastruc- this became more acute dur- | such tools promises to raise
ture is the reason behind a ing the pandemic. The need the level of attention among
section of parents enrolling | to earnaliving and make students. .
their children in private up for lost livelihood means A council official said
schools. Now that we have elsewhere forced many that government school
been provided with the children out of schools all teachers can supplement
devices, we hope to turn over India. Many of these their teaching methods
the tide,” said Shrabanti children did not return to with these devices and
Mukherjee, the headmis- classrooms once campuses | blend the mode of learning
tress of the primary section | reopened and in-person for joyful and advanced
&m&mﬁmﬁm on | classes resumed. learning of students in
The deﬁce:enue' Metro had reported on schools. .
overto bl headv;z?eul:mded July 22 last year that the A government-aided pri-
ftions at sl 6ot helfimsﬁ. state education department | mary school in Garia on the
June 22 at Shiksha Bl on | hasinitiated steps to bring city’s southern fringes had
in Kasba, the head qmmh’“m ‘ Back to class such students in April beep renovated and
of the dismCtOftheM who have had to drop out of | equipped with smart desks,
school council. the schools due to financial projector-based classrooms
- The schools that had a constraints during the Covid | and computers with the idea
relatively better student pandemic” with help from of attracting and retaining
count hadbeenselected"sam Anganwadi workers, Asha pupils.
Kartik Manna, the'chatr- (accredited social health ac- Teachers expressed hope
man of the council, tivist) workers, health work- | that such projects will be
“These schools, too, have gg (’-:lig;ls other government extended to include more
——— schools in the future.
) L
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charged under IPC sect;
lated to culpable honﬂtclgln,s re
amounting to murdey (L no‘
-IT), attempt to culpape hpar“
cide not amounting t, mugém.
rash and negligent qp.s er
mischief and drink driyj, in
If convicted, he Ca§~ 1
jailed for 10 years. ¢
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CANCELLATION ¢

Due to poor patronization '
indicated below:- #
(1) 52639 New Ja"mg‘"i‘oarjeﬂ
and Wednesday) scheduled to legy,
31-07-2023 will remain cancellaq
AC Passenger (Sunday TU%saal‘
Darjeeling on 04-07-2023 10 0103,
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